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it is rather a connected history in compact form, written, not for a 
small circle of students, but for the larger Christian public. The 
author believes firmly in the trustworthiness of his material and writes 
with a warm enthusiasm concerning the stirring events of the very 
early days of Christian history. The thirty-five pages of critical notes, 
appended to the volume, show that the author has made a careful and 
detailed study of the events covered by the book. — Luthers Ausle- 
gung des Alten Testaments, nach ihren Grundsatzen und ihrem Cha- 
rakter untersucht an Hand seiner Predigten fiber das 1. und 2. 
Buch Mose (1524 ff.), von Karl Eger. (Giessen : Ricker, 1900; 
pp.46; M. 1.40.) The purpose of the book is stated in its 
lengthy title, and it is entirely just to say that the author has 
accomplished, in a very creditable manner, what he set out to do. In 
selecting the sermons on Genesis and Exodus as the basis for the great 
Reformer's interpretation of the Old Testament, rather than the expo- 
sitions of the psalms, the author has done wisely, for it is Luther's con- 
ception of the place of Israel in God's great plan of salvation which 
the author wishes to make prominent. As we read the many cita- 
tions from Luther's sermons in the book under review, we are again 
reminded of the fact that Luther firmly believed Jesus Christ to be the 
one central figure of Old Testament history. The Old Testament 
saints are to him types of evangelical Christians who are justified 
before God on account of their faith in the Christ who was yet to 
come. Some of the passages quoted show that, great exegete that 
Luther was, he was not entirely free from the traditional scholastic 
methods of interpretation current in his century. His moral judg- 
ment, too, is sometimes at fault, as, for example, when he says that 
Moses was prompted by the Holy Ghost to kill the Egyptian, but that 
we must not follow Moses and do likewise. In such passages Luther 
has given speculative theology a good example of the drastic incon- 
sistency to which a narrow, dogmatic view of inspiration may lead even 
a good man and careful scholar. — Albert J. Ramaker. 

Das Monchthum ; seine Ideale und seine Geschichte. Von Adolf 
Harnack. Ftinfte verbesserte Auflage. (Giessen: Ricker, 190 1; pp. 
60; M. 1.20.) This is a lecture delivered twenty years ago in Darm- 
stadt, and since then published in five successive editions. Written 
when Harnack was a young man, it retains its original style and con- 
tents, with the exception of a few emendations made to bring it into 
harmony with the present views of the author. Though brief, it is an 
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illuminating review of the chief motives and the entire history of Chris- 
tian monasticism. This type of monasticism derived little, according 
to Harnack, from Jewish or pagan sources, but was a distinct product of 
our religion. In the eastern church it has exerted but slight influ- 
ence upon history. In the western church, on the contrary, the only 
great reformatory movements were promoted by means of monasticism 
as the chief agent. Under its impulsion we have the organization of 
the Benedictines in the sixth century; the denial of marriage to the 
priests in the eleventh century; the appearance of the preaching orders, 
in the thirteenth century; and the rise of the Jesuits in the sixteenth 
century. Such, in outline, is the argument of the lecture. It displays 
much of Harnack's fondness for historical generalization. The reader 
will be delighted with the easy arrangement into which all history 
falls under the glance of this great teacher, but he will not fail to 
pause at times and ask if a particular generalization is as sound as 
it is brilliant. Not all will agree with Harnack that the denial of mar- 
riage to the priesthood was a reformatory step. Nor will all agree 
with him that there have been no great reformatory steps in the his- 
tory of the Roman Catholic church except those directly connected 
with the history of monasticism. — Ulrich Zwinglis Ideen zur Erziekung- 
und Bildung, im Zusammenhang mit seinen reformatorischen Tenden- 
zen, dargestellt von Oskar Ruckert. (" Beitrage zur Lehrerbildung und 
Lehrerfortbildung," 17. Heft.) (Gotha: Thienemann, 1900; pp. 100;; 
M. 2.) The writer restricts himself rigidly to the ideas of Zwingli, and 
does not consider his practical activity as a reformer of education, 
because this has been sufficiently set forth already by others. The ideas 
are copied from many of Zwingli's books, tracts, and letters, through 
which they are scattered, and are here arranged in an admirable order. 
Those which relate to the tendency of education in reference to gen- 
eral culture, to the state, and to the church, come first. Those which 
relate to the contents of a proper education follow. The treatise con- 
tains a multitude of good thoughts about education, yet it does not 
create the impression that Zwingli was a great educator like Melanch- 
thon. He was a leader in the effort to improve the schools of 
Switzerland, yet he was not very far in advance of his time. He was 
hearty in recommending the rod as a means of educating boys. He did 
not think it necessary to educate girls highly, and had a poor opinion 
of their sex in general. He believed in infant baptism largely 
because it pledged parents to see that their children receive a Chris- 
tian education, which he thought the Anabaptists would be inclined to 
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neglect. For the most part his ideas on education were characterized 
by plain good sense, rather than by originality and genius. — Martin 
Luther in seiner Bedeutung fur die Geschichte der Wissenschaft und der 
Bildung. Von Adolf Harnack. Dritte durchgesehene Auflage. (Gies- 
sen : Ricker, 1901; pp. 27; M. 0.60.) Among the many addresses 
with which the four-hundredth anniversary of Luther's birth was com- 
memorated that of Harnack has achieved a certain distinction. It has 
reached a third edition. It exhibits his usual keen historic vision, and, 
though colored, to a certain extent, by his theological preconcep- 
tions, casts some new light on the character and work of the great 
reformer. — Die Anschauung Luther s vomBeruf. Ein Beitrag zur Ethik 
Luthers. Von Karl Eger. (Giessen : Ricker, 1900; pp. 162; M. 
3.60.) The author was led to examine the teachings of Luther on this 
subject by his experience as a pastor. He observed an extreme churchly 
tendency on the one hand, and an extreme emotional one on the other, 
which together threatened to create a division among the Lutherans of 
Germany. He shows that Luther distrusted both these tendencies, and 
exalted the common life of faith in God and helpfulness to man as the 
very highest possible, to the disparagement of the claims of bishops and 
priests and monks and nuns, who professed to be more holy than 
others, and to the equal disparagement of enthusiasts who claimed to 
be especially favored by the Holy Spirit. There is nothing new 
here ; the position of Luther was well known from the beginning ; but 
the author has done a good service to the Lutheran church by exhib- 
iting it afresh and by citing so many of Luther's utterances as to make 
it impressive. — Die Bedeutung der beiden Definitorialordnungen von 
1628 und 1743 fur die Geschichte des Darmstadter Definitoriums. Eine 
Studie zur Geschichte des hessischen Kirchenrechts. Von Wilhelm 
Diehl. (Giessen: Ricker, 1900; pp. 44; M. 1.60.) Diehl here'dis- 
cusses a question of history important chiefly to those who are inter- 
ested in the government of the Lutheran church in Darmstadt. The 
pastors in this state were at one time equally low in scholarship and 
morals. By what means was their character improved, till its present 
excellence was achieved ? By certain changes in ecclesiastical adminis- 
tration and in the examination of candidates for the ministry, all look- 
ing to greater strictness. These are set forth in detail, and their good 
effects traced with care. — Edward Irving. Ein biographischer 
Essay. Von Th. Kolde. (Leipzig: Deichert, 1901; pp. iv -(- 81 ; 
M. 1.40.) In this essay Kolde draws only from the well-known works 
on Irving, and chiefly from Mrs. Oliphant, Carlyle, and Jones. The 
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English and American reader therefore will find nothing new in it. But 
he will find a temperate, just, and sympathetic portraiture. Kolde 
regards Irving as "a mighty personality," " a man of God such as had 
not arisen since Knox, or even since Luther." He indulges in very little 
criticism of the movement which Irving followed, rather than led, 
though occasionally he shows us that the great man was obedient to 
people of very small natures, some of them shallow enthusiasts, and 
some of them intentional deceivers. I regret that he has not subjected 
the healings, the tongues, and the predictions to a more searching 
investigation. Incidentally he tells us that the Apostolic Catholic 
church, as that which gathered about Irving calls itself, has made great 
numerical gains in Germany in recent years, and is proving more suc- 
cessful there than in England, its native home. — Franklin Johnson. 

Papst Alexander VIII. und der Wiener Hof 1 689-1 6qi. Nach den 
Bestanden des K. und K. Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchivs und des Fiirst- 
lich Lichtensteinischen Archivs in Wien dargestellt von Sigismund, 
Freiherrn von Bischoffshausen. (Stuttgart : Roth, 1900 ; pp. xiv-f 188 ; 
M. 3.) The author has made excellent use of manuscript materials 
which are preserved in the public and private archives of Vienna. He 
has carefully traced the relations existing between the papal curia and 
the imperial court during the pontificate of Alexander VIII., and 
endeavored to determine the various influences which rendered the 
pope more and more hostile to the emperor, until, just on the pope's 
death, the emperor had given orders to break off all diplomatic rela- 
tions with him. The death of Alexander, however, changed the whole 
situation. The hostile and offensive attitude of Alexander VIII. 
toward the emperor was determined very largely by his struggle with 
Louis XIV., and by the nepotism which he practiced. When Alex- 
ander VIII. was elected he received as an unfortunate legacy from his 
predecessor, Innocent XL, a bitter struggle with France. This strug- 
gle had been precipitated by the publication of the so-called " Gallican 
liberties" in 1682. Although Louis XIV. was paramount in Europe, 
Innocent XI. did not hesitate to resist the claims of the French church. 
Alexander VIII. spent his pontificate in trying to make peace with 
Louis XVI. and the French church, but only on the condition that the 
rights of the papacy be preserved. His desire to conciliate Louis XIV. 
made it impossible for him to avoid giving offense in many little ways to 
the emperor, Leopold. The nepotism of the pope also stood in the way 
of many of the emperor's wishes. The policy of Alexander is justified 



